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prosperity and their independence it will be because, in addition
to being themselves heirs of two high civilizations, they have
been under western government for much more than a century
and have made their own a great deal of western political
thought and social science and almost the whole of the material
equipment of European civilization. Unfortunately, the present
generation in Great Britain, as in the United States, is being
taught to regard our departure from the Indian peninsular as
our first and only service to its 350,000,000 people. It is true
that the United States have learnt the reality of the Communist
danger in southern Asia and that the British people have at
last begun to understand that the exports of Burma, Malaya,
Indonesia, and Indo-China, to say nothing of India and
Pakistan, must go to support not the Russian but the Western
European economy. It is, however, with divided minds and
feeble hearts that the post-war generation gingerly takes up
the burden of rule in these distant territories. If we go on as
at present it will not be long before we learn at a disastrous cost
that divided minds and feeble hearts cannot rule.

* Rule' is the operative word. The terrible tragedy of China,
where more than 35,000,000 people have fallen victims, since
Sun Yat-Sen proclaimed the new dawn in China in 1910, to
fire, sword, and starvation, has been almost entirely due to the
lack among the Chinese themselves of any will to rule and to
the inability of the western powers to agree upon any alternative
arrangements for ensuring to the most gifted of all the Asiatic
people the one prerequisite of peace and progress which they
notably lack, the maintenance of order. The fate of China
threatens to-day many territories in south-east Asia.

We have no working alternative to remaining a great power.
The misery which our people would suffer if we lost our empire,
and the ruin in which the collapse of our power would involve
Western Europe, would both be so great that no man of honour
can propose that we abdicate from our remaining responsi-
bilities. If we say nothing of the misery that, in so doing, we
should impose on the peoples over whom we rule, it is because
it is no longer /good form' to rule. The modern world suffers
from the craven fear of being great, except, of course, in speech.
The great speech and the noble gesture are still fashionable